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Fall/Winter 2020

You are invited to join us for our 
annual Christmas with the Animals 

Celebration

December 12, 2020
11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Pet Pictures with 
Santa for a free 

will donation.

All pets will 
receive a goody 

bag.

We require 
reasonable social 

distancing. 



Happy Tails

Our updates in 
the kennels are 

complete.

Before and 
after pictures 

show the much 
needed

improvements. 

We will be forever grateful 
to Stu, Jan and Mark 

Garvin for all they have 
done to update and 

enhance the kennels at our 
shelter in honor of their 
parents Jim and Carolyn 

Garvin. 



Words of Wisdom from 
Dr. Williams

Infectious Disease Vaccination in Dogs and Cats
Core disease vaccination is an important aspect of preventative medicine and wellness in our companion animals. 

Recommended core vaccination for cats is a combination vaccine called the FVRCP (Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis, 

Calicivirus, Panleukopenia) vaccine. Viral tracheitis is an upper respiratory infection caused by the Feline Herpesvirus. 

Signs of infection include nasal and ocular discharge, marked sneezing, ocular ulcers, and fever. Calicivirus is transmitted 

through direct cat to cat contact. Signs of infection with calicivirus include fever, nasal and ocular discharge, oral ulcers, 

and gingivitis. Panleukopenia virus attacks rapidly replicating tissues such as lymph nodes and intestinal cells. Infected 

kittens exhibit signs such as fever, depression, dehydration, vomiting, diarrhea, and sudden death. Kittens are highly 

susceptible to all of the viruses discussed here. A series of vaccinations with the FVRCP vaccine is recommended for 

kittens, with initial vaccination at 6-8 weeks of age and then every 3 to 4 weeks for a total of 3 vaccinations. Annual 

vaccination thereafter is recommended to maintain immunity. 

Core vaccinations for dogs include DH(A)PP and Bordetella vaccines. DH(A)PP is another combination vaccine which 

protects against Distemper, Hepatitis (Adenovirus), Parvovirus and Parainfluenza. Canine distemper is a highly 

contagious virus that is spread via contact with infected feces or other bodily secretions. Signs of infection include nasal 

discharge, conjunctivitis, anorexia, seizures, hyperkeratosis of paw pads (hardened paw pads), and damage to enamel in 

puppies less than 3 months of age. Canine Infectious Hepatitis is caused by Canine Adenovirus and transmitted via direct 

contact; all body tissues of infected dogs contain the virus. Signs of infection are therefore many and varied, including 

fever, cough, nose bleeds, neurologic signs, and possibly sudden death. Parvovirus is transmitted via fecal-oral route, 

direct contact, and humans (clothing, shoes, gloves). Classic signs include fever, anorexia, vomiting, and diarrhea (often 

with blood). Parainfluenza virus causes a mild respiratory disease and is often a culprit in cases of canine infectious 

respiratory disease complex in dogs. These viruses cause undesirable diseases with minimal treatment available, 

fortunately these canine diseases can be prevented with appropriate vaccination. A series of vaccinations with the 

DH(A)PP vaccine is recommended for puppies, with initial vaccination at 6-8 weeks of age and then every 3 to 4 weeks 

for at least 2 vaccinations, but a full series of 3 vaccinations is highly recommended. Annual or triennial vaccination is 

recommended thereafter.

Bordetella bronchiseptica is the bacterial pathogen responsible for infectious tracheobronchitis, commonly called kennel 

cough, in dogs. The classic sign of kennel cough is a dry, sometimes productive, honking cough. Bordetella vaccination 

comes in several forms: oral, intranasal, and injectable. Bordetella vaccination is recommended for puppies over 7 weeks 

of age with annual boosters following the initial vaccination. 



Training Tips from
Tina

Adopting A Dog and the Power of Three

Before you bring home a new dog, there are many things you must do. And after you bring home your new dog there 
will be some time before your dog is fully acclimated to his new surroundings. We call this the Power of Three or the 3-3-
3 Rule.

To help make adding a new dog to the family easier, follow these steps:
• Dog/puppy proof your house - go through and make sure there are no electrical wires hanging on the floor, pick up 

small items a dog or puppy may try to eat, and gate off areas you don’t want the dog to access.
• If you have another dog at home, be sure to pick up all dog toys and high value items. It could take time before your 

current dog and new dog want to share and high value items can cause scuffles to break out!
• Make sure your fence is in good shape with no areas to squeeze through or dig under. Check the gates to make sure 

they are closed and latched. Make sure there is nothing close to the fence that can be used to jump over it.
• Set up the crate in a quiet place. A crate will give your new dog his own room in which to decompress. For the first 

few weeks, have the dog sleep in his crate and not on your bed.
To help transition your dog to your home, follow these steps:

When you first get home, introduce your new dog to the outside property; and be sure to show him where he should 
potty.

If you have another dog at home, introduce them outside before going inside, even if they’ve already met at the 
shelter. Take this step very slowly! You should really wait 24-48 hours before fully introducing the new dog. Keep them 
in separate areas of the house for the first day to let everyone get used to each other’s presence.

Restrict his access to one area of the home. Keep him on a leash for at least the first day, preferably several days. You 
don’t always have to hold on to the leash, he can drag the leash around or you can tether him to you. Keeping your new 
dog on leash will help maintain control and help prevent potty accidents.

Keep the first few days low-key! Don’t overwhelm him with visitors, wait until he has a chance to get to know and 
trust you. Give him plenty of quiet time to settle in. 

Creating a routine will also help your dog feel more comfortable. The sooner you establish a routine, the more 
comfortable your dog will feel, and a feeding schedule will also help if your dog is not yet potty trained.

Sign up for training classes! Even if your new dog has had some training, signing up for a class will help with bonding. 
Training class gives your dog an hour of your undivided attention. Training will also help your dog get used to paying 
attention to you around distractions.

Never leave kids alone with your new dog. For the first few weeks, your dog is going to be stressed just from the fact 
he has moved again, and it only takes a second for an incident to occur. Even the nicest dog can bite out of fear.  Don’t 
leave your new dog alone with other pets either. When you can’t supervise, your new dog should be in his crate. 

The 3-3-3 Rule
The common milestones your new dog or puppy will go through after coming home will be the first three days, then 

three weeks, then three months. Note: this is just a general guideline. Dogs that have been in a shelter for an extended 
period of time, or dogs that have been rehomed several times, may take longer to adjust.

In the first three days, your new dog will be overwhelmed with his new surroundings. Don’t be alarmed if he doesn’t 
want to eat for the first couple of days. He may shut down and want to curl up in a safe place. Don’t force him to interact 
with everyone, let him adjust at his own pace.

After three weeks, he’s starting to settle in, feeling more comfortable, and realizing this really may be his forever 
home. He has figured out the routine and is adjusting to his environment. This is where the “honeymoon phase” ends 
and your dog starts to show who he really is; this is where behavior issues may begin to show. 
After three months, your dog is now completely comfortable in his home. You have built trust and a true bond with your 

dog and you get to enjoy your new best friend! 
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We are so 
blessed and 

grateful for all 
our donors. We 
sincerely hope 

we did not 
forget to 

recognize any 
of the generous 

people that 
support us 
everyday.

THANK YOU!


